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INTERESTING TRIALS, 


Few days ago Thomas Bunce was tried in the King’s 

Bench, on an indifiment charging him with confpiring 
with George Hunter and others, jouracymen {miths, to raife 
their wages, by taking off an hour from the cuftomary hours of 
Jabour in the occupation of a fmith, 

Mr. Bearcroft, in opening the indiétment, requefted the Jury 
to be mindful of the importance of the trial to the public, as 
the profperity of the nation depended avon the extention of its 
trade, which matt foon perifh, if our artificers entered into com- 
binations not to work the neceflary hours, or at reafonable 
prices. 

William Bickley the profecator fwore that the defendant in 
June laft worked with him as a journeyman fmith, at the wages 
of 18s. per week ; and that the ufual hours of bufinefs in the 
trade, were fiom fixin the morning till feven in the evening. 
That the cuflomary intermiffions from labour in each day were, 
half an hour at breakfaft, and an hour at dinner, and in many 
places half an hour was allowed in the afternoon under the name 
of cvatering time. ‘That the defendant in July laft having be- 
come a member of a fociety of journeymen {miths, formed for 
the purpofe of fhoriening their days of labour, refaled, to- 
gether with about so others of the profecutor’s workmen, to 
work fonger than from fix in the morning till fix in the evening 
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at their former wages ; and the profecutor not confenting to 
relinquifh the hour from fix to feven, the defendant with the 
reft firuck fora week. That the profecator, diftrefied for men, 
and finding that fome other matflers had confented to the 
abridgment of the ufual days of labour, upon the journeymen 
giving up their watering t:me, has been under the neceflity of 
complying with the fame terms. A great number of fmiths 
were examined, to prove the cultom of the trade, who all {wore 
thra the afual hours of labour were from fix to feven. 

Mr. Erfkine, on behalf of the defendant, addreffed the jury 
in a brilliant fpeech, in which he obferved, that the flave trade 
was to be abolithed, and by the prefent profecution the flavery 
of the negroes was to be transferred to the poor mechanics of 
this country. He called feveral mafter {fmiths, who ftated that 
it was ufual to allow the journeymen about half an hour in the 
afternoon for refrefhment, and that by the journeymen giving 
vp that time to the mailer, in confideration of relinquifhing an 
hour in the evening, the mafter received an equivalent, 

Lord Kenyon, alter an excellent addrefs to the jury, upon the 
mifchievous confequences of combinations to trade, reque fted 
the jury impartially to confider the evidence, and decide accord~ 
ingly. The jury by their verdict pronounced the defendant 


Guilty. 





The King again? George Crofs and Others. 


THIS was a fimilar inci€ment, upon the profecution of 
Mr. Skudmore, an eminent mafter fmith. The defendants had 
formerly worked as journeymen to the profecutor ; and having 
entered into a combination to compel their maiters to fhoriea 
the ufual days of labour, |cft their work in July laf. 

The combinaticn being clearly proved, Mr. Erfkine, as 
counfel for the defendants, declared he had no evidence to ree 
pel the charge apainit his deluded clients, He therefore had 
only to requeit thém immediately to quit the fociety of journey- 





men {miths, and to endeavour by their future conduct to make 
fome atonemens for their patt cffence, as the only means left to 
receive that mercy from the Court, when the day arrives for 
jud; ement tt pronounced 

Lord Kenyon, after obferving that Mr. Erfkine had proved 
himielf a good citizen by the falutary advice he had given his 


clicats, directed the jury to find the defendanis guilty. 
. ‘ 
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4n Account of the fingular Cafe of George Lukins, of 
Yatton, in Somer fetfbire, by fome Perfons fuppofed to be 
poffeffed by Evil Spirits ; and alfo a Letter, endeavouring 
to prove him an Impoftor, who is defrraus of profiting by 
the Credulity of Others. 


Jo the PRINTER of she BRISTOL GAZETTE, 
SIR, 


INCE your laft week’s paper appeared, I have received 
frequent applications from gentlemen in Briftol, and other 
parts of the kingdom, defiring in their own name, and io the 
name of maltitudes, that I would either autheaticate or oppofe 
the account therein given of the deliverance of George Lukins, 
In order therefore to fatisfy the defire of the public, I have dili- 
gently confidered the little hiflory you have publithed of that 
extraordinary cafe, and freely own, that if you corre the er- 
rata, and put adjure for abjurz, and adjuration for abjuration, you 
will then give the world a genuine, taithful, and true narrative 
of the principal circamflances and phrafes which really occurred 
in the morning of Friday the 13th inflant, in the veltry room of 
Temple Church. Let me beg the favour of you to repablifh 
the narrative thus corre€ted, and you and the public at large 
may be aflured that the whole of that marvellous relation will 

then be fairly itated and juttly expreffed. 

I am, Sir, your very humble fervant, 
JOSEPH EASTERBROOK, 
Vicar of Temple, Briitol. 
Tune 24, 1788. 


The letter which follows contains the little hiffory above re- 
ferred to; 


SIR, 


WHEN you can fpare room I think you will not be able 
to prefent your readers with any account fo extraordinary aad 
furprifing as the following. Itis the moft fingular cafe of per- 
verted reafon and bodily fuffering that I ever heard of; nor 
have the mott learned and ingenious perfons been able to folve 
the phenomenon, much lefs to adminifter relief to the affli@ed 
obje&. You may depend on the authenticity of every part of 
the relation ; a member of my family having been near thirty 
years minifter of the place where the perfon refides, many of my 
friends ftill inhabiting it, and my(elf having been frequently a 
witnefs to the facts I thal! mention, 
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About 18 years ago the unfortunate fabje® of thisepiitle, 
going aboet the neighbourhood with other young felldws, 
aétiog Chriftmas plays or mummeries, faddenly fell down feafee 
lefs, and was with great difficulty recovered. When he came 
to himfelf, the account he gave was, that he feemed at the 
moment of his fall to have received a violent blow from the 
hand of fome perfon, who, as he thought, was allowed thus to 
punith him for aéting a part in the play. From that moment, 
he has been fubje& at uncertain and different periods, to fits 
of a moft fingular and dreadful nature, The firft fymptom is 
a powerful agitation of the right hand, to which facceed ters 
sible diftortions of the countenance, The influence of the fit 
has then commenced, He declares in a roaring voice that he 
-js the devil, who with many horrid execrations femmons about 
him certain perfons devoted to his will, and commands them to 
tortore this unhappy patient with all the diabolical means in 
their power. The fuppofed demon then direéts his fervants 
to fing. Accordingly the patient fings in a different voice a 
jovial hunting fong, which, having received the approbation of 
the foul fiend, is fucceeded bya fong ina female voice, very 
delicately expreffed ; and this is followed, at the particular 
injanétion of the demon, bya paftoral fong in the form of a 
dialogue, fung by, and in the real character of, the’ patient 
himfelf. . Aftera paufe and more violent diftortions, he again 
perfonates the demon, and fings, in a hoarfe, frightful voice, 
another bunting-fong. But in all thefe fongs, whenever any 
expreflion of goodnefs, benevolence, or innocence, occurs ia 
the original, itis regularly changed.to another of its oppofite 
meaniog ; neither can the patient bear to hear any good words 
whatever, nor any expreflion relating to the church, duriag the 
influence of his fit, but is exafperated by them into’the molt 
Shocking degree of blafphemy and outrage. Neither can he 
{peak or write any expreflions of this tendency, whillt the 
{ubfeguent weaknefs of his fits is upon him ; but is driven to 
madnefs by their mention, Havirg pertormed the fongs, he 
continues to perfonate the demon, and derides the attempts 
which'the panent has been making to get out of bis power, 
that he will perfecute aod torment him more and more to the 
end of his life, and that all the efforts of parfons and phyficians 
fhall prove fraulefs. An sayerted Te Deum is then {unz in the 
alternate voices of aman and a woman, who with much pro- 
fanenefs thank the demon for having given them power over 
the patient, which they will continue to exercife as long as he 
lives. ‘The demon then concludes the ceremony, by declaring 
his wnaltcrable refolution to punifh him tor ever; and aftce 
, barking 
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barking fiercely, and interfoerfing many.aflertions of his owa 

diabolical dignity, the fit fubfides into the fame ftrong agitation 

of the hand that introduced it, and the patient recovers from 
its influence, utterly “weakened and exhauited. At certaia 
periods of the fit, he is fo violent that.aa affitant is always 
obliged tobe at hand, to reftrain him from committing fome 
injury on himfelf; thoagh to the fpectators he is perfectly 
harmlefs. He anderftands all that is faid and done dariog his 
fits, and will even reply fometimes to queftions afked him. 
He is under the influence of thefe paroxiims generally near an 

hour ; during which time his eyes are fait clofed, Sometimes 
he fancies himfelf changed into the form of an animal ; 
when he affumes all the motions and founds that are peculiar 
toit, From the execrations he utters it may be prefumed that 
he is or was of an abandoned and profligate charatter, but 
the reverfe is the truth ; he wasever of a remarkable innocent, 
and inoffeafive difpofition, Every method that the variety of 
perfons who have come to fee him have fuggetted, every effort 
of fome very ingenious gentlemen of the taculty who applied 
their ferious attention to his cafe, has been long ago and re- 
cenily exerted without fuccefs; and fome years ago he was 
fent to St. George’s Hofpital, where he remained about 20 
weeks, and was pronounced incurable. Of late, he has every 
day at leait three and fometimes nine of thefe fits, which have 

reduced him to great weaknefs and almoft to defpair ; for he 

cannot hear any virtuous or religious expretfion ufed without 

pain and horror, The emaciated and exhautted figure thac he 

prefeats, the number of years that he has been fubject to this 
malady, and the profpect of want and diltrefs that lies before 

him throvgh being thus difabled from following his bafinefs 

all preclude the fufpicion of impofture. His life is becomea 

feries of intenfe pain and anxiety. 

Should any ot your readers queition the authenticity of this 
relation, or conceive themfelves able to adminitter relicf or 
even mitigation to this afflifted obje&t, you know your cor 
yelpondent and have my free confent to refer* them to me. 

l remain, your very aumble fezvant, 
W. R, Ww. 

Wringtou, June 51788. 








A frort account of the fingular delivirance of George Lukins, (the 
above affli&ed man,) of tle parifh of Yatton in the county of 
Somerfet, aged 44, and by trade a taylor. 

SOME perfons who had been acquainted with his unhappy 
fituation for many ycars, had heard him repeatedly fay that he 
was 
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was pofleffed with feven devils, and if feveh minifters couldibe 
got to pray with him in faith, they would be caft out. But 
this declaration being treated as a vifionary mattef, he remained 
in his former ftate notwithftanding every means made ufe of 
for his cure —However, a perfon who felt much for his deplora- 
ble cafe, had him brought to Briftol laft week to feeif any 
thing could be done for him, and to meet the fubje& on his own 
ground of an expected cure. 

After he had been here a few days, and was feen by many 
perfons in his fits or f{pafms, (who obferved that the particular 
circumftances attending them fully coincided with the above 
letter) feveral Miniflers were prevailed upon to meet on the 
occafion.—T hey accordingly met in the Veftry-room of Temple- 
chorch, on Friday the 13th inftant, at eleven o’clock in the 
forenoon, attended by the poor man, and feveral other perfons 
to afift in managing of him in his fits :—And the following is 
a relation of fome of the particulars on the above awful 
occafion. 

1. They began finging an hymn, on which the man was 
immediately thrown into ftrange agitations, (very different 
from hie ufual feizures); his face was firftvarioufly diftorted 
and his whole body ftrongly convulfed. His right hand and 
arm then began to fhake with violence, and after fome violent 
throes, he fpake in a deep hoarfe, hollow voice, per/onating an 
imvifible agent calling the man to an account, and upbraiding 
him as a tool for bringing that filly company together, faid it 
was to no purpofe, and {wore ‘* by his infernal den,” that he 
would never quit his hold of him, but would torment hima 
thocfand times worfe for making this vain attempt. 

2. Hethen began to fing in his ofual manner, (/iill per- 
Souating fome invifible agent) horribly blafpheming, boatted of 
his power, and vowed eternal vengeance on the miferable object, 
aud on thofe prefent for daring to oppofe him; and com- 
manded his ** faithful and obedient fervants” to appear and 
teke their flations. 

3- He then fpake in a female voice, very expreflive of fcorn 
ana derifion, and demanded to know why the fool had brought 
fuch a company there? and fwore ** by the devil” that ne 
would not quit his hold of him, and bid defiance to, and 
curfed all who thould attempt to refcue the miferable object 
from them. He then fung, in the fame female voice, a kind of 
love fong, at the conclufion of which he was violently tortared, 
and repeated moft horrid imprecations. 

4- Another invifible agent came forth, affluming a different 
voice, but his manner mych the fame as the preceding one, 
A kind 
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A kind of dialogue was then fung in a hoarfe and foft voice 
alternately ; at the conclufion of which, as before, the man 
was thrown into violent agonies and blafphemed in a mafner 
tco dreadful to be expreffed. 

5- He then perfonated, and faid, ** [ am the great Devil ;” 
and after much boafting of his power and bidding defiance to 
all his oppofers, fung a kind of hunting fong; at the con- 
clufion of which he was moft violently tortured, fo that it was 
with difficalty that two {trong men could hold him (though he is 
but a fmall man and very weak in conftitution) ; fometimes he 
would fet op a hideous laugh, and at other times bark ina 
manner indefcribably horrid. 

6. After this he fummoned all the infernals to appear, and 
‘drive the company away. And while the minifters were en- 
gaged in fervent prayer, he fung a Te Deum to the devil, ia 
different voices,—faying, ‘* We praife thee, O devil; we 
acknowledge thee to be the fupreme governor,” &c. &c. 

7. When the noife was fo great as to obftru& the company 
proceeding in prayer, they fang together an hymn (uitable to 
the occafion. Whilft they were in prayer, the voice which 
perfonated the great Devil bid them defiance, curfing and 
vowing dreadfol vengeance on all prefent. Oneinthecome 
pany commanded him in the name of the great Jehovah to 
declare his name? To whichhe replied, ** I am the Devil.” 
The fame perfon then charged him in the name of Jehovah to 
declare why he tormented the man ? To which he made anfwer, 
*¢ That I may fhew my power amongft men.” 

8. The poor man fti!l remained in great agonies and torture, 
and prayer was continued for his deliverance. A clergymaa 
prefent defired him to endeavour to fpeak the name of ** Jefus,”” 
and feveral times repeated it to him, at all of which he ree 
plied ‘* Devil.”—-During this attempt a {mali faint voice was 
heard faying, ** Why don’t you acjure ?”” On which the clergy» 
man commanded, in the name of Jefus, and in the name of cie 
Father, the Son and the Holy Ghoft, the evil fpirit to depart 
from the man ; which he repeated feveral times :——when a voice 
was heard to fay, ** Muit I give up my power ?” and this was 
followed by dreadful howlings. Soon after another voice, as 
with aftonifhment, faid, ‘* Our matter has deceived us.”?—The 
clergyman ftill continuing to repeat the adjuration, a voice was 
hea o fay, ** Where thali we go?” and the reply was,— 
*¢ To ‘ell, thine own infernal den, and return no more to tore 
ment this man ;’’—On this the man’s agitations and diftortions 
were {tronger than ever, attended with the molt dreadful howle 
ing that can be conceived, But as fooa as the conflict was 
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& 
over, he faid, in his own nataral voice, ‘* Bleffed Jefus !”— 
became quite ferene, immediately praifed .God for his de- 
liverance, and kneeling down faid the Lord’s-prayer and re- 
turned his moft devout thanks to all who were prefent. 

The meeting broke up ata little before one o’clock, having 
lafied near two hours, and the man went away entirely delivered, 
and has had no return of the diforder fince. 

We lay the above narrative before the public, as authenti- 
cated to us by feveral perfons who were prefent, and on whofe 
veracity we can depend ; we forbear making any comment, on 
the fubjeét, but leave our readers in poffefion of the facts, to 
give that credit to the various circamftances as the whole or 
any part of fo extraordinary a relation may deferve. 

June 18, 1788. 





To te PRINTER, 
SIR, . 


EW things could furprife me more than the narrative of 

George Pokins’s cafe, publithed by W. R. W.of Wring- 

ton ; and that too as introductory to the cure of the pretended 
demoniac. 

I doubt not but that many pious people will give implicit 
belief to the whole flory ; and it is with the fincerelt regret that 
1 find myfelf obliged, from a love to plain truth, to give a brief 
and faithful relation of that cafe. I know too well the narrow 
limits of my abilities as a writer, not to tremble at even the 
thought of’ literary difcuflion, with fo able an opponent ; but 
trufling to that generofity and candour which an enlightened 
public will ever extend to the caufe of truth, thaugh exhibited 
in the poor garb of fimplicity only, I inlift myfelf its votary. 
Indeed without this perfuafion I ihould not venture thus to ad 
drefs myfelf to you. 

In the latter end of the year 1769, or beginning of the year 
1770, George Lukins, of Yatton, the perfon whole cafe I have 
been {peaking of, with fome young people, went to the houfe of. 
the late Mr. Love, to perform Chriltmas plays. Mr. Love 
being of a generous difpofition, gave fo much liquor as to ine 
toxicate them. George Lukins was greatly overloaded, and in 
endeavouring to walk out, fell down at the door, where he re- 
mained till affiftance was given him. The next day, and for a 
configerable time after, be pretended he was hurt by Mr. Love’s 

dog. 
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doge Soon after this incident, his fits commenced. In fome 
few weeks he pretended he was bewitched. At certain inter 
vals his fits would return, or he would be fpeechlefs during a 
determinate fpace of time, always foretold by himfelf. So:ne- 
times he attempted to run into a pond or fhallow river. At 
other times he would leap, howl, &c, and diftort himfelf violently. 
Several times he danced in a large chimney corner, upon burn- 
ing coals; and lay down on a box near a large fire, covered 
with many cloaths, and fweated profulely, Daring all his pre- 
tended paroxifms he has fully retained his different fenfes and 
underftanding, from the firft of his performances to the termi- 
nation of them. But his curfes, execrations, and expreffions 
during his fits have notwithftanding been moft truly horrible. 

All thefe oddities were attributed to the power of witchcraft, 
or influence of an evil {pirit. In June 1770, I fettled at Yatton, 
and for fome time lodged in the fame houfe with this man; fo 
that I had frequent opportunities to fee him in bis fits, in every 
one of which, except in finging, he performed not more than 
moft active young people can eafily do. I except ficging for 
this reafon, becaufe many have neither an ear for mufic nor 
knowledge of notes, but from his youth this inan was, as it were, 
bred to finging. Convinced that all his complaints were feigned, 
or occafioned by hypocondriacifm, I dire&ed the people to per- 
mit him to trample oo the fire, or rua into the river or the pool, 
which wee very fhallow, and obferved to them, that no ill con- 
fequence could follow, as in cafe of necellity tney could iuitantly 
fave him. 

From this time he left off thofe attempts, and the fears of his 
fiiends on that head were diflipated. To prove himlelf bee 
witched, he gave me and others many relations of the power of 
witches, their iniquitous practices and punifhments tor thems 
When he would be thought fpeechlefs, he could thrutt his tongue 
out of his mouth toward his nofe or chin, make ule of it in 
every manner neceflary for {peech ; modify his voice to almoit 
all founds ; and being perfectly tenfible at thole times, finging 
many agreeable tuncs, {wallowing and doing every act and 
thing with underitanding and precilion, and having the free 
and proper wie of every part and organ iubfervient to {pzech 3 
no good reafon can poflibly be afligned for his obitina.e taci- 
turnity, but his predetermination, Soon atter I faw him, he 
thou_ht, or pretended that his fingers were contracted, and kept 
his filt clinched < but I eaiily put his fingers out trait, aad sept 
them fo upon a hand-board, without occalioning {welling, pain 
or fpaim, which could nov have been the cafe nad there Deca a 
contraction of the mutcular and tendenous parts. His acne 

Vox. Xil. 237. B dubterfuge 
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fabterfuge was a pretended contraction of his thumb, which he 
would pertinacioufly keep clofe to the palmof his hand. I had 
previoufly given up the care of him, being difgulted at his ridi- 
Culous pretences: bat to convince the family where he lodged 
of the impropriety of this trick alfo, I defired a difcreet man 
with whom he flept, to obferve his hand in the morning before 
he awoke ; fo watchful was the patient, that it was’ feveral 
mornings before this could be done ; at length, however, Mr. 
P. inflantly recolleCling himfelf when he awoke, gently tarned 
down the bed-cloaths, and found his thumb fully extended, and 
at reft upon his breaff. Mr. P. then pretended to awake 
difturbed, and Geo. Lukins awaking, inftantly contraéted his 
thumb as before. I need not draw any inference; the intellie 
gent reader mutt difcern the caufe of this complaint : but the 
tinciples of compaffion operated too powerfully upon many for 
hem to allow themfelves even to reafon upon this cafe. About 
that time a perfon of credit reading in the Bible, defignedly 
pronounced father improperly ; our patient was at that time 
as fpeechlefs as at differert other times ; but he endeavoured as 
fhe thought to tell her; the has often repeated that word 


wrong, till at lait our fpeechlefs ator haitily gave her the proper- 


pronunciation, and then appeared as recollecting himfelf and 
greatly diftreffed. 

He continued ia the fame way a long time, till by means of 
a petition he had colleéted foinething confiderable ;- foon after 
which his complaints left him, or hethem. It mutt be admitted, 
that wrony apprehenfions produce various influences apon the 
body, which people of weak underftandings may greatly fuffer 
from. The cafes of a young man and a young woman, who 
went to fee George Lukins in his paroxifms, if I may {o call 
them, fully prove this. 

The firit was a-fervant-man of Mr. John Young, of this 
parith. Soon after feeing George Lekins, he fancied himfelf 
bewitched, and appeared greatly affrighted, diftorted his face 
and iimbs, bellowing, leaping, talling down, acting, and fingisg 
with, as it were, different-voices, very mach like him. His 
mafter hafted to my houfe, and defired wie to go with him, It 
was agreed between us, that if I found it prudent, | thould be 
allowed to threaten either himfelt, Mrs. Young, or any of the 
family. The fellow, on my arrival, appeared ail diltradion. 
I treated him roughly ; threacened his matter, &c. tor wearkene 
ing to the tool ; infited initantly upon bleeding him, vomiied 
him, and the next morning purged nim britkly ‘i'ne fellow, 
expecting a daily repetition of the fame treatment, aflumed by 
the morning his proper unceritanding, and followed bis bufinefa 
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as before.—The other was a poor girlof Chelveys This girl 
was affected in the fame manner, and from the fame caufe as 
Mr. Young’s man-fervant. She was fuppofed to be lunatic, or 
byfterical,, by her neighbours. 1 was employed for her, and 
gave vher, at the reqoeft of the overfeer, large quantities of 
antifpafmodic or nervous medicines, during the {pace of five or 


. fix days, without the leait benefit; when purfuing my own 


inclination, I exhibited two furly emetics a little while before 
the appointed time for the return of her fits ; leaving her 
wholly, at other times, to herfelf, during her performances, and 
in two or three days fhe left them cff, and was fally reftored to a 
due fenfe of her folly. 

Bat to return to the cafe of George Lukins. He remained 
a confiderable time free from his pretended fits, and followed his 
bufinefs as a taylor, or other employment. But the fame dif- 
pofition returning, his old tricks were renewed. The attention 
of moft people was again attracted to him, and many fchemes 
to refcue him from the hands of the witches, were devifed and 
employed ; even pretended conjurors were fought out and ap- 
plied to, but their directions and exorcifms were practifed ia 


.vain. But fhameful to think of, feveral very indigent and in- 


firm old people were again cruelly cenfured for bewitching him. 
At length he was fent to St. George’s Hofpital ia London, 
where he was many weeks. Some of the faculty there defired ta 
be fent for whenever his fits returned ; but this never happened, 
after he was duly admitted as a patient in that hofpital, note 
withftanding the punctvality with which his fits ever have re- 
turned, according to his own prognoftications, before and fiace 
his return from thence, We mult not fuppofe, that an intie 
mation from the nurfe of beneficial effects, in fuch, cates, of the 
laced waiftcoat could operate fo powerfully as to drive the witches 
or devil, whether de or foe, /maill or great, out of him ; but ic 
feems an undoubted fact, that he never had a fit after he went 
before the Board of Governors in that hofpital. After his ree 
turn to his brother’s at Yatton, he played off the fame feats, 
His brother grew tired of him, and Richard Beacham, of this 
parifh, was defired to lodge him. Beacham confulted. me oa 
the occafion ; I advifed both him and his wife to take him in, 
and gave it as my opinion, that they would not foffer the leait 
inconyenience from his lodging with tnem ; being fully pers 
fuaded, that he would not have any fits, if he was noc fuffered to 
fee, or be feen by, any perions at sheir houfe, during the times 
he may be defirous of exhibiting nis feats. For tae {pace of 
feveral months he flayed with them, and the event juitined my 
opinion, 
Bz After 
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After he left R. Beacham’s houfe, a very long interval elapfed 
before he again commenced his old performances, which hap- 
pened in the courfe of laft year. He was not, however, fo 
forgetful of his intereft, as not to have recourfe to another 
petition, All his former mockeries or performances were fome- 
times attributed to the power of the devil; but fince this laft 
renewal of them, after pretending to wound a poor, inoffenfive 
old woman becaufe fhe bewitched him, he has now fully and 
generally attributed all his abfurdities and abominable per« 
formances to the iavifible infloence of Satan only. In his pers 
formances, the commencement and duration of which have 
alwavs beeo foretold by hii, if any well informed perfon, under 
pretence of holding him, would not fopport him fo as to enable 
him to play off his tricks, without fuffering him to fall or injare 
himfelf, he has conftantly left of that part of his antics, and 
fubftituted another in its ftead ; and uaufual and horrible as his 
tricks have been, throagh the whole continuance of them, he 
has taken due care at all times not materially to injure him(elf 
or any perfon. So that he appears to have been poileffed with 
the act of volition, fully and perfeétly at all times, enjoying alfa 
his powers of obfervation, recolleétion, and reafoning, as come 
pletely during his abominable antics, and horrible blafphemies, 
as at anyothertime. Iam furprifed to fee him reprefented as 
in a meagre and emaciated ftate = this is by no means the cafe, 
Allowing for his increafe of years, I have not known him look 
better than at the prefent time; and if walking between za 
and jo miles in feven or eipht hours is nota fall proot of his 
ftrengih, which he has done very lately, I wifi to Know what 
will or cxn be deemed fuch, With equal tracth is the affertiaa 
made, of his keeping his eyes fafl during his fits, for he takes 
care frequently to peep, cr flily fquint, at his wile vilitors, ‘The 
Tate pious Mr. Wake, oar vicar, foon looked tipon bis pretences 
with due contempt. And | hope this plain account of ‘the fab. 
ject will prevent the honeft 4nd well meaning irom being des 
ceived by groandlefs pretences, 

. S. Ne 


Yatton, Fane 23,1788, 





Rev. Mr. Frena’s Refignation, flated by himfelf. 


7 FREND ceafed to officiate in the church of England 
qthe lat day of June in the year 1787, and tarly 
in the next month, requeited the permillion of the Bifhop 

ot 
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of Ely to refign his living on the Michaelmas following. His 
Lordfhip retarned’ a very obliging letter, accepting his refig- 
hation, .which’ was made in legal form, and figned on the rith 
of Otober. Onthe 7th of March 1788, Mr, Frend publithed 
his Letter to Mr, Coulthurft, in the preface to which he expreffes 
his difapprobation of the Liturgy of the Church of England, 
and difbelicf of its articles, About a month after, the matter 
of the College informed him, in a very civil, friendly manner, 
that, on account of the publication, he fhould at Michaelmas 
remove ‘him’ from the Tuition. Mr. Frend is at prefent in 
pofleffion of the Tuition, which he does not mean to refign, 
conceiving that his religious fentiments, which he never did, 
nor ever meant to obtrude on his pupils, ought not to difqualify 
him for the office of Mathematical and Philofophical furor. 
The preferment refigned has been exaggerated in all the papers, 
being only worth sol. a year, 





Scivereign Virtues of the Decoétion of the Golden Rod. 
Jo the PRINTER of the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
SIR, Shotton, Durham, Feb. 2. 


BOY of this place, about ten or eleven years of age, has 

for two or three years palt frequently been troubled with 

a fuppreffion of urine, accompanied with fymptoms of the 
gravel and ftone, For fome months pait he has taken, at times, 
the decoftion or the tea of the plant commonly called the 
Golden Rod, which, in this part, is much cultivated in gardens, 
and moftly on accoun: of its being long ia great elteem among 
thiofe the faculty ftyle common people. Abouta week liace, he 
began to difcharge great qaanuies of gravel, with many fmall 
ftcnes along with it. Since the firlt difcharge, the itones have 
becn Jarger and larger, and the quantity, could I accurately dee 
f.ribe it, would exceed all belict: his mother, two days ago, 
eftimated, the flones and gravel together, could not have beea 
contained ia a three-gill pot. From a careful enquiry, I fiad 
the number of the larger itones, from three.fourths of an ounce, 
to one ounce, and one-fourth Avoidupoile wt. each, evacuated 
within thele lait two days, to be about 15 ; and the number of 
thofe of a lefs fize, and noi lefs than a large pea, to exceed 506 
Two of the flones which came from him this morning are 
lying before me; the one of them weighs one ounce and a 
guaster and One dram, and is exactly four inches round, the one 

Ways 
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way, and three inches and two-tenths the other way: the 
appearance of itvery mach refembles the marle or lime-ftones 
found by the fea-fide, The other ftone, which is about the fizs 
of a pigeon’s egg, only fomething longer, is hollow on one fide, 
and is. now to the eye as if it were covered with mofs. Some 
of the floves have the. appearance of flint, and are waved on 
ose five like fhells : gne of this kind I haye, and is of the fhape 
and fize of a {mall gun-flint. What is very furprifing, between 
the times of difcharge he plays in the ftreet (at leaft would) as 
much as any boy in the. village, and is generally very chearful, 
To the medicine above-mentioned is generally attributed this 
extraordinary confequence. The plant is, indeed, by many 
who have been afflicted with theie complaints, accounted the 
only thing of real ule in fuchcafes. It is the /olidago wirga aue 
rea of Linnaeus, and the wirga aurea, and virga aurea vulgart 
bumilior, of Ray. But, if it is poffefled of iuch powerful ef» 
fects, it is rather fingular that it has never been ranked with div. 
retics, dc. but generally appears among the vulnerary or ree 
fiorative fimples, sin all the phyfical books that I have feen, 


M. ELSTOB. 





REFLECTION & 


HE ancient Egyptians feem to have been the firft that had 

the notion of a Divine Providence. Arnobius obferves, 

that they reafoned thus: ** Providence is fo effential to a prince, 

that. without ithe cannot be, noreven be called, a prince ; 

andthe more augufta prince is, the more perfe& ought his 

Providence to be, Since then God isthe greatelt and moft 

aoguft of all princes, to Him mutt belong the molt perfect Pro- 
vidence,” 

Simplicius argues thus for 2 Providence : ** If God do not 
Jook into the affairs of the world, it is either becaufe he can- 
not, or will not; but the firltis abfurd, fince to govern cannot 
be difficult, where to create is eafy ; and the laft is both abfurd 
and blafphemous.” 

All refolutions to repent ata future time are neceflarily 
infincere, ar.! muft be a mere deception ; becaufe they imply 
a preference of a man’s pretent habits and condact, that he is 
really guwilling to change them, and that nothing bat neceflity 
covls lead him to make any attempt of the kind. In fact, he 
can only mean, that he will difcontinue particular a@Zions, his 
habits, or temper of mind, remaining the tame. 

A Melancholy 
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4 melancholy Narrative, which flrongly ‘difplays the Folly 
of Avarice, and the cruel Circumftances to which it may 
give Occafion. 

‘ ‘ 
AM an unfortunate old man, and a wretched poor man ; 
not poor from want of money, but,becaule I have a great 
deal which Inever valued for its trae and proper ufes. Ihave 
erred againft my God, againit focietv, and againft my children, 
by which [ am doomed to perpetual mifery in this world ; 

I pray Heaven it goes no farther ! 

The only atonement now in my power to make, is, to confefs 
my faults, in hopes they may ferve to prevent others, of my paft 
turn of thinking, from bringing rein on their families, and 
forrow to themfelves.—-T'o be concife. I was marriedearly in 
life to an amiable woman who brought me a good fortune, but 
not, in my mind, fufficient to live upon, and provide for a fa- 
mily, without purfuing the bufinefs 1 was bred to. Full of 
this thought, I gave up every pleafure to that of gaining a 
large fortune, and fearcely faffered another thought to intrude 
upon my mind, A few years after marriage made me father 
to two lovely children, a male and a female ; with this addition 
of family, my fondne(fs for money increafed ; When my daughe 
ter was fifteen, (fhe was the eldeit) I was unfortunately deprived 
of the beft of wives, and my dear children ‘of the tendereft 
mother. This ftroke was fatal tome, as fhe was the only 
check to my improper thirft for money. Shortly after her 
deceafe, my children returned from f{chool ; they were in every 
re{pect what a good parent fhould require, My dear Emily, 
at the age of fixteen, was addreffed by aman of good family, 
who had fpent many years in our American conguetts ia 
laborioufly acquiring a fortune of Gool. per annum. My girl 
was pleated wich him, as his behaviour and temper were amiable, 
and his charatter unexceptionable. After being fome time 
acquainted in my houfe, he {poke to me upon the fubje&t, The 
whole tenor of his conduét was open and onreierved ; he, 
without fcruple acquainted me with the fituation of his fortune. 
I had no objection but to its imalinefs, It was net to my with. 
I loved money, and thought happinefs cevended onit. Vaia 
thought ! I defired time to coniider the propofa!.—I[ liked the 
mao, but was difappointed in my darling views. Some days 
pafied octorel {aw him again.—The fubject gave me fome 
inguietuce. Iwilhed the welfare of my child, bat imagined 
it depensed upon riches. My Emily declared it depended 
upon my cunfenting to the match ; yet sill 1 could notthink fo. 

I faw 
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I faw Charles, fo I'thall call the loverof my daughter ; he, 
with a faultering voice and fhaking knees, afked my determina- 
tion. I told him, ‘* it could not be.”? Gods! how did the 
worthy man appear !—his colour, his fpeech, his animation, 
all forfook him, After a manly paufe and recollection, he 
demanded what objection [ could have to his offers ? Shame at 
the inftant fhook me with remorfe ; I could not give the true 
reafon ; and therefore told him that his offers were generous, 
but that my obje€tions were confiftent with my eafe and hap- 
pinefs ; that I could not think of parting fo very foon with the 
fteff of my declining years ; that my child was all my comfort. 
—He nobly replied I had two at prefent ; that my acquiefcence 
would be an addition to my happinefs ; that, certain he was, 
he fhould add to, not take away from, my quiet, by an onion 
with my daughter. This was reafoning that did not remove 
the caufe of my refafal ; Ifaid, that my fituation in point of 
wealth made it neceflary to fend my fon abroad to feck a 
fortune ; that, fituated thus, I doubly wanted the affiftance 
of my Emily, and would not part with her ; that this was my 
firft determination, from which I would not deviate.—He, with 
a manly pride, bade me again confider, not to be callous to my 
daughter's happinefs ; fo took his leave. 

Things were in this ftate, when I began to refle& on what 
had pafied ; I then found I had entangled myfelf in a Jabyrinth 
for want of hosefty. Ifaw, toolate, I had given a reafon for 
my refufal which muft involve me in new difficulties, by 
declaring an intention of fending my fon into the world to 

recure a fortune, which I was already able to ive | him.— 

had ever, till this period, fupported a fair and oaifoens charac 
ter, and did not chufe to forfeit it now; I therefore at once 
determined (rath unhappy determination !) to facrifice all to 
avarice.—I ientfor my fon, told him I had an opportunity of 
placing him in a fate that in a few years would make him in- 
dependent ; that, in fhort, I had it in my power to fend him 
in a good employment with the Commiflioners who were going 
to India to fupervife the Company’s affairs. My boy, who had 
ever been a moft dutiful child, received my information with a 
{weetnels pecaliar to himfelf and Emily, and in a thort time 
embarked gn board the Aurora. It is needlefs to fay I there 
joit the hope of perpetuating my name in its true line. 

dome ume after 1 had taus robbed myfelf of my only fon, 
to gratify my tbirit tor gain, I informed my Emily, that I had 
maturely and deliberately confidered the affajr of her marriage 
with Charles, and was clearly convinced it could not be either 

for 
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for happinefs or advantage, I therefore would noragfee to it ¢ 
fhe ftrongly urged me te confider that her happine(s, her feli- 
city, her every thing, depended upon it; pleaded how much 
fhe ioved him, and was beloved; on her knees implored me to 
be propitious to their joint bappinefs. I fill remained ob- 
durate, and infifted on her giving up all thoughts of the mat- 
ter, and from that moment never ta mention it ; not only fo, 
but to fwear fhe would never more hear him on the fubject. 
Forone moment her duty got the better of her Jove ; in the 
bitternefs of her difappoittment, fhe called down dreadful 
imprecations On herlelf if the difobeyed me ; the bat too well 
kept her oath, and in a few weeks fell into a languid ftate 
which daily increafeé. This obliged me tocall in phyfic to 
her affiftance ; in doing this I employed as a Phyfician the fon 
of an old friend ; he vifited her often, and, as 1 fince find, by 
indulging her turn for melancholy, ingratiated himfelf iato 
her favour, One morning he came at the afual hour of attea- 
dance, and propofed accompanying herto take an airing ia 
Hyde-park ; I readily confented, happy to find her {pirits equal 
to it,aod went into the city ; on my return from buafinefs, 
I inquired for Emily, but, oh ! how much was I confounded 
when the aftonifhed fervants declared they feared fome mis‘>r- 
tune had happened to her, as fhe was not any where to be 
heard of. I fent immediately to the Doétor; he alfo was 
mifling ; then was the firit moment I felt for my folly; I fer 
about an immediate inquiry, and traced them towards Scotland ; 
I parfued them night and day withoat ceafing (except to change 
horfes) refolved to reicue her from the man fhe could never 
love, and into whofe power defpair alone had thrown ber, and 
place her in the arms of him who well deferved her. With 
this refolution I winged my fpeed, and arrived at—but, gracious 
God ! how, when, where, did I arrive? Why, juli upon the 
fpot, and time enough to fee fach a fight as horror would 
fhuddér to delineate. Thas let me picture it as it was 5 at 
the clofe of the day, ina fmell field adjoining a little lonely 
public-houfe, my fight and ear were caught by an @pafual 
clamour ; and, fome tenor twelve of different fex and age 
forming a circle, I Ropped for a momentaty glance, wher to 
my aftonifhment I beheld my dear bmily with dithevelled hair, 
clafped hands, and fileat forrow, bending ovér fomething on 
the earth; I flew to the fpot, but how fhall I deferibe my 
feelings, when on néar apptoach I faw the bodies of Churics 
aod his rival mere lifeleis clay ! Before I could refolve on any 
mode of bebaviour, my dear Emily exclaimed, Cruel fatier ! 
flew from the pofitioa in which I firlk oblerved her, and, 
Vou. XIl, 287. © bellowing 
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bellowing with rage, ravi frantic round the field ; my firft care 
was for her life and fafety ; I had her conveyed to a bed in the 
houfe, and fent for the beft affittance ; but, in fpite of every 
aid, my beloved daughter (God ! how can I repeat it ?) in lefs 
than two hoars expired in dreadfal agooies, Thus was the 
terrible meaiure of my woes completed, At that time, [ 
withed the affair to make as little noife as poffible, and took 
my meafures accordingly ; but now I fiad the only comforc 
I can receive is in the publication ; it may eafe, but never can 
cure my heart-felt forrows. I muft not forget to tell you, tiat, 
after Charles had been by me banithed my houfe, he never 
omitted keeping a watchful guard upon every tranfaction going 
on init. The fatal morning that my dear Emily left my houfe, 
one of his trufty fpies informed him of it; he watched for 
their retorn, but their long ftay alarmed him ; he fat a minute 
upon the fret, aod was thortly acquainted with their route ; 
he purfued them upon poft-horfes, which was the reafon he 
overtook them about half an hour before I reached the fatal 
ground ; he at that {pot rode.up to the poftchaife window, and, 
prefenting a piftol, defired his rival inftantly to alight and de- 
fend himfelf ; the Doétor complied, and left my Emily in a fit, 
fim which the did not recover before they were both deprived 
of life. Thus ends their miferable narrative, and thus was 
I condufed by the exorbitant love of wealth toa fituation the 
molt wretched perhaps that can happen to man. 





Complimentary Letter from the Counfel at the King’s Bench 
Bar to Earl Mansfield, occafioned by tue late Relignation, 
together with bis Lordfbip’s Anfwer. 


OON after Lord Mansficld’s refignation was fignified, the 

following letter was fent to him. It was figned by the 
Countel of the King’s Bench Bar who had prattifed in the 
Couse during his Lordhhip’s adminiftration. 


** To the Earl of MansFieLp. 
«* My Lord, 


** Tt was our wifh to have waited perfonally upon your Lord- 
fhip in a body, to have taken our public leave of you on ree 
tiring from the officeof Chief Juftice of England ; buat judging 
of your Lordthip’s feelings upon fuch an occafion by our own, 
and confidering befides, that our numbers might be inconvenient, 

we 
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we defire in this manner affectionately to affure your Lordhhip, 
that we regret with a just fenfibility, the lois of a Magiltrate, 
whofe confpicuous and exalted talents conferred dignity upon 
the profeflion : whofe enlightened and regular adminjftration 
of juftice made its duties lefs difficalt and laborious, and whofe 
manners rendered them pleafant and refpectable. 

** But while we lament our lofs, we remember with peculiar 
fatisfaétion, that your Lordfhip is not cut off from us by the fud- 
den ftroke of painfal diftemper, or the more diftrefling ebb of 
thofe extraordinary faculties, which have fo long diltinguithed 
you amongft men 3 bot that it has pleafed God to allow to the 
evening of an ufeful and illuftrious life, the purelt enjoyments 
which nature hasever allotted toit—the uncloaded reflections 
of a fuperior and unfading mind over its varied events, and the 
happy confcioufneis, that it has been faithfully and eminently 
devoted to the higheft duties of haman fociety, in the moft 
diftinguifhed nation upon earth. 

es May the feafon of this high fatisfaftion bear its proportion 
to the lengthened days of your activity and ftrength |” 

The above letter beiog tranfmitted to the venerable Earl by 
Mr. Erfkine, at the defire of Mr. Bearcroft, the fenior of that 
bar, and the reft of the gentlemen who fubfcribed it, his Lord- 
fhip, withoyt detaining the fervant five minutes, returocd the 
following an{wer : 


“* Yo the Hon. T. Erfhine, Serjeant’ s-inn. 


«© Dear Sir, 


** IT cannot but be extremely flattered by the letter which 
I this moment have the honour to receive. 

«« If [have given fatisfaction, it isowing to the learning 
and candour of the bar ; the liberality and integrity of their 
practice freed the judicial inveltigation of trath and juttice from 
many difficulties. ‘The memory of the affiftance I have received 
from them, and the deep impreffion which the extraordinary 
mark they have now given me of their approbation and affec. 
tion has made upon my mind, will bea fource of perpetual 
confolation in my decline of life, under the preffure of bodily 
infirmities, which made it my duty to retire. 

«* I am, dear Sir, with gratitude to you and the other gen. 
tlemen, - 

** Your moft affetionate, 
** And obliged humble fervant, 
** MANSFIELD. 


“© Cacn Wood, Fune 19, 1788.” 
Cz Anfwer, 
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dafwer, by J, Bufeerville, of Plymouth, to Strephon's Ghatade, 
iaferted March 31. 


The nimble Buck undaunted fpeeds ; 
Whilft in the rural fhepherd’s fold 
The Ram with {portive lambkins feeds. 
Thefe then, fele&ted and combin’d aright, 
Bring BUCKRAM clearly to each reader's fight. 


OTe o’er yon mountain's height behold, | 


tit We have received the like anfwer from J. Goole, of St, 
Breock ; T. Cole, J. Richards, and R. G. Jemmett, of Piy- 
mouth; P, Gove, and T. Whicker, of Exon; W. K. near 
Tavnton; Wm. Goodden, and Wm. Baker, of Somerton; 
J. Horsford, of Weymouth ; and J. Wheadon, of Mr. Quant’s 
tchool, Hinton St. George. 





Anfwer, by Amicus, of Shaftefoury, to F. Bafkerville’s Rebus, 
inferted March 24. 


7 HILST on Devonia’s fertile plains 
W Shall Batkerville attaue the ftrains, 
Pierian nymphs admire ; 
Haply a Petvin may incline, 
With wonted devoirs to their thrine, 
And ftrike the trembling lyre. 
And as POMONA decks the view, 
Aod many a tint of vivid bue, 
Glows o’er the ambient dell ; 
To Batkerville he’ll tune the lays, 
Anxious to celebrate his praife 
Who paints thofe {cenes fo well, 


}llt We have received the like anfwer from -D. Robarts, of 
St. Columb; J. Richards, T. Cole, and R.'G. Jemmetr, of 
Plymouth ; T. Whicker, and J. T. of Exon; W. Baker, and 
W. Goodden, of Somerton ; Jofeph Horsford, of Bridport ; 
and J. Wheadon, of Mr. Quant’s {chool, Hinton St. George. 





4 QUERY, 4y W. Baker, of Somerton, 


HAT Englifh monofyliable is that, which, though it 
contaids Only one vowel, there is a poffibility of cons 
verting into 34 diftin® words? 
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4 QUESTION, 4y William Hikes, of Old Cleeve. 


EQUIRED the diameter of the infcribed and circum{cribed 
circles of an equilateral triangle field, whofe content is 
69,28 acres. 





4A CHARADE, 4y Loic, of Bridport. 


Y firft, ye fage, through every age, 
In every clime is found ; 
And every hour man feels its power, 
‘Fhfoughout the nations round.” 


Then fearch around with care, and find 
That inftrument of art, 
+ For ufe and ornament defigned, 
Which will my next impart. 


Thefe found, ye gents, the parts cement, 
An infeé you will find, 
An emblem of the beating pulfe, 
Twill quickly bring to mind. 





A REBUS, 4; W. Baker, of Somerton. 


NCE more permit a focial bard 
His talents to inure ; 
And, whilft yoe prophecies difcard, 
Half of a fign procure. 


Amongtt the foliage next behold 

® The warbler {weetly fings; 
Where you might half a feed unfold 
' From which the fapling fprings. 


Thefe fev’ral parts, when thus defin'd, 
Dire&lly will difplay 

What ne’er fhould taint a virtuous mind, 
Nor on our morals prey, 


POETRY, 
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Lines written by Mrs. Crefpigny, and placed at the Entrance 
of her Grotto, which is dedicated to Contemplation, 


within View of the Metropolis. 


OU who are led to this ferene retreat, 
Where contemplation holds unrivall’d fway, 
Stop—if reflefion you would dread to meet, 
And from her rigid mandates thrink away ! 


But if a vot’ry at foft pleafure’s fane, 
(Allur’d by yon proud city’s tempting powers) 
From day to day you join the thoughtlefs train, 
And in illofion wafte life’s choiceft hours : 


*Tis you who chiefly want refle€tion’s aid, 
Bow, then, to contemplation’s power fublime, 

Here be your vows with pious fervour paid, 
And reformation fhall redeem your time. 


Bat if curft apathy pervades your breaft, 

And veils it ’gaini convidtion’s heavenly light, 
The goddefs here, your offerings will deteft, 

Nor with one favouring {mile your vows requite. 


And yet fair virtue may have fcatter’d feeds, 
Which, in your barren mind, oncherith’d lie ; 
Or, choak’d by diffipation’s balefal weeds, 
Juft {pring to life, and bloffom but to die! 


Then enter here—to contemplation bend, 
Her power can raife the feed which virtue fows, 
From folly’s blights the tender plant defend, 


’Till vig’rous as the tow’sing oak it grows. 
Extra&s 
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Extraéts from ** Humanity, or the Rights of Nature,” 
a Poem, in two Books, by Mr. Pratt, the Author of 


“© Sympathy.” 


7 OULDST thow the map of flavery farvey, 
W And the dire circuit of the trade difplay ? 
Dart thy aftonifh’d eye o’er diftant lands, 

From Senegal to Gambia’s burning fands ; 

Purfue the blufhing lines to Congo’s fhore, 

Then traverfe many a league, Benguela o’er, 
Career immenfe! o’er which the merchant reigns, 
And drags reluétant millions in his chains ! 

Commerce ! thou faileft on a fanguine flood, 
Ona red fea of man’s devoted blood ; 

Thy pompous robe, though gemm’d as India’s ftore, 
Proud, though it flows, is dy’din human gore, 

The tears of millions bathe thy fatal cane, 

And half thy treafure fprings from human pain ; 
And not an idol on thy altars fhine, 

But human victims ftain the crimfon fhrine ! 

And thou, O int’rcft ! dark, infidious power, 
Whofe fanétion’d arts wafte nations in an hour ; 
Whofe mining frauds, more fatal ftill, dettroy 
Hope’s tender bloffom, and the fruits of joy ; 
Thou, to whom all the coward flights belong, 
Thy heart too cruel for a generous wrong, 

For fierce revenge, the fever of the foul, 
Hate that defies, and love that fpurns controul, 
Or madd’ning jealoufy when reafon bends, 
Or zeal, extravagant to liberal ends, 
Thov, who, for noble faults like thefe, too cold, 
Whofe vices ne’er afpire, but ftoop to gold, 
That groveling paffion of the fordid breaft, 
Like Aaron’sterpent {wallowing up the reit ; 
Theft, rapine, plunder, fraud, and marder, ftand, 
Fell minitters! to waic thy dire command. 
Yes thou, the founder of this impious trade, 
Mad’tt Sim a flave, that nature never made, 
‘Tore the poor Indian from his native foil, 
And chain’d him down to never ending toil. 

Ah! lofcious mifchief, flave-creating cane, 
Of ev’ry foft humanity the bane; 
Thy venom’d {weet, whole foul-polluting art, 
Like fome makk’d poifon, eats into the heart, 

Sweet 
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Sweet though thou art, an afpic fting is thine, 

And into fhambles, Cérifians tarn thy fhrine ; 

"Thou, like vile Go/d, from th? embowel’d earth, 

By avarice dragg’d reluctantly to birth, 

To tafte thy charm are groaning nations boucd, 

And half mankind in kindsed blood are drown’d. 
Say, mufe, from y-hence th’ onoatural mart began, 

The fordid merchandife and fale of man? 

Frdm Egypt firft the Ethiop traffic came, 

But dawn’d fo mild, that flavery was not thame ; 

While nature yet preferv’d fome generous right, 

The yoke was eafy and the burthen lights ; 

And here the patriarchal law each wrong reftrain’d, 

And ‘* eye for eye, and tooth for tooth” ordain’d. 

Socn o’er the Aigean waves the trade was brought, 

Travell’d to Greece, ’till Rome the infection caught 5 

But temperate ftill, no tyranny arofe, 

Till baneful luxury marthall’d all her woes ; 

Conquerors their captives with a {mile receiv’d, 

For whom the brave embrac’d they ne’er deceiv’d 5 

The battle o’er, they bade contention ceafe, 

And foes in war were humble friends in peace, 

The pledge was folemn and the vow ‘“ncere, 

The union facred and the compact dear, 


[To be concluded in our uext.] 





a = written by Dean Hoadley, on feeing a Spring near a 
riend’s Houfe in Hampfhire, which fupplies all the 
Neighbourheed with Water, 


ENTLE READER, fee in me, 
An emblem of true charity ; 
That while my bounty I beftow, 
1’m neither heard nor feen to flow: 
And [have freth fupplies from heaven 
For every cup of water given. 





Epigram on a Grocer. 


HE verieft nothings kindle ftrife 
*Twixt Plum the grocer and his wil€ 3 
Such quarrels fure are out of feafon, 
For what’s a jar without a raifin? 











—— 





